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HELPLINE

For any information or help
Dial 9003020836 / 9003020839 /
9003020843

If you have any difficulty in TIST
Program Dial 9840299822

Our landline: +91 44 42188438
Our email: josephrexon@tist.org

Our address: 19/8, Lake View
Road, Kottur, Chennai 600085
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The wounds we have inflicted on

the Earth can be healed ... But if

it is to be done, it must be done

now. Otherwise, it may never be

done at all." - Plant Trees and
save the Earth
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Benefits of Vermiculture

The earthworms play a vital role in the entire process; in
ploughing and fertilizing the soil and providing all the
needed nutrition to the plants. The earthworms have
contributed to improve the soil structure, soil fertility,
promote soil aggregation, encourage favorable soil
reactions and enrich the nutrient status of the soil and in
the process promoting the plant growth and improving
the quality of the produce. Earthworms churn the soil and
make it porous. They improve the soil by helping it
achieve proper air, water and solids in the required ratio
for maximum plant growth. Earthworms improve the
water infiltration rate. Its maze of tunnels increases the
soil's ability to absorb water. Earthworms bring up
minerals and make plant nutrients more available.
Earthworms also neutralize soil pH. Analysis of
earthworm castings or manure shows that the soil in the
castings has neutral pH (7) regardiess of whether the
existing soil is above or below pH (7). Earthworms
compost plant residues. Earthworms stimulate microbial
population. Free-living nitrogen fixing bacteria are more
numerous around the sides of the earthworm's burrows.
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Sri Nataraja Small Group of
Chetpet Center

The members of Sri Nataraj Small
Group of Chetpet Center say that
they are following all best
practices of TIST in a good
manner. After joining as small
group in TIST, the members
planted two different tree species
type in one portion of their land to
see whether tree species grows
well in their land. They named
that portion of land as Nataraja
and invited the quantifiers to
quantify their trees. In the
quantification, they have 98
Sandalwood and 320 Teak trees.
All the trees are growing well by
the hard work of the members.
The members say that
immediately after planting trees,
they started to do groundnut
farming. They also say that for the
trees to grow well, we need to
take utmost care whiling watering
and providing natural manure.
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Teak grove of Sri Nataraja Small Group / uf sLrmoT AniGupse Gsée wr Gamiy
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Moreover, short time crops like
groundnut do not grow tall and so
they do not block the sunlight from
falling on the trees and they do not
interrupt in the growth of young trees
in any manner. The members say
that, whatever work they do for the
intercrops goes for the trees too and
practicing such intercropping system
gives them additional revenue too.
Our trees are now 1 to 2 meters in
height and for the second time we
have started intercrops, Brinjal in one
side and Groundnut in the other side.
Since the trees have grown little
height, they will not be interrupted by
the Brinjal plants. Since trees are
growing well in our land, we have
planned to plant few more trees to
increase our tree count.

Teak grove of Sri Nataraja Small Group / uf mLrymagn ﬁg@@sﬁsﬂr GCamdi@ wir Gamiy
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Ellammal Small Group of Chetpet
Center

We the members of Ellammal Small
Group of Chetpet Center have
planted longstanding trees after
joining in TIST and we are
maintaining our trees well.
Presently, we have planted two
different tree species in our grove,
they are 67 Red Sandalwood and
300 Teak trees. In between these
trees, we are practicing Groundnut
as intercropping. In one side of our
grove, we have collected cow dung
the natural manure. Once this cow
dung is prepared well as natural
manure, we will use this for our trees
and intercropping too. We are
getting double revenue in this and
moreover, we are not spending any
money on chemical fertilizer and that
money is a saving for us. As of now,
we have very less trees in our group.
We have planned to plant more trees
in the coming rainy season and we
will start to getthe TIST voucher very
soon.
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st [Hsuddlsd ENTEETh AUSHEIITET LOTRIGsiT
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Member of Ellammal Small Group in their Teak tree grove /
srausuLom el Slm@psietr = mu'ndemt oyaiserg CohdE wr Gamiiis
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Periyapuradaiyaramman Small
Group of Chengee Center

On 10.01.2009 two families namely,
Selvam and Manikkavel joined
together and formed
Periyapuradaiyaramman Small
Group. The members of this small
group have planted 1817 Kumil Trees
in their land and are maintaining itin a
good manner. After seeing the good
growth of these Kumil Trees, two
more TIST members of this village
have 2500 Kumil Trees in their land.
Moreaover, the members of this group
are watering their trees in great
happiness by bringing water in a mud
pot from a nearby place. Their Kumil
Trees have reached 8 feet in height.
After seeing the good growth of their
Kumil Trees, Selvam, one of the
member of this group says that are
planning to plan few more Kumil
Trees in one more acre of their land.
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L S aattiismsar w6y Gleartli GUIMaIST e gulsomiT.

Member of Periyapuradaiyaramman Small Group in their Kumil tree grove /
Guflwren i Slmigpailsr o miti e’ st aeuTsmg @ wr Gaminls
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Sudharshanam Small Group of
Kotthankandigai Village

There are two different families in this
small group. They have planted two
different tree species like Mango and
Teak Trees totaling to 437. The
members have started Chilly as
intercrop in between their Mango and
Teak Trees. Since there is no water in
their land, the members bring water in
pots and water their trees. They have
made all preparation to start Groundnut
immediately after harvesting Chilly.
During coming rainy season, the
members have planed to plant few
additional Teak Trees. The members of
this group are telling about the good
activities of TIST to their other villagers
and joining them in TIST Program. The
newly joined members are planning to
plant Mango trees during coming rainy
season.
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Member of Sudharshanam Small Group in their Mango Grove /
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Best practices followed by the @mlﬂ"ﬁ m#u @apeilsd b HreirE
four groups of this month “ﬂﬂﬁﬁ Llp &S mpaeir
Chezhumai - i :
F hEmTL TR LILISTT 2 6T6M LOMTISemeT [HL 6y
= Planting useful longstanding trees = mﬂ'.'w' ; i o
+ Using natural manure _ Blupeme 2 7 LILETLGISSiRg).
#= Practicing intercrops in a good “ mevew susmaiied sa Ll Gleinig)
manner = '-”‘51‘3 fn@usi b sobg o Gomame
+ Discussing with other Small Groups Glumig).
and getting good suggestions = TIST gllLg glad @ea wrg
@ Educating non TIST members eleusmisense TIST Sl smsl ubdl
about TIST Program and joining hidg b, sysutsmeanyn TIST - sy
themin TIST Program ElsmsnarILIg).
= Increasing the tree count by 7 el s  aymHLpD  Gosdd 2 srer
planting additional trees every year Wi m & el el 67wl & 6 & 6m 1L
= Participate regularly in Node aydlariiing.
Meetings = TIST Wfisir eTebeonm Samyden L nisafgn

SaumTLosh LUmiGEmUILE).
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GeuemT (b,

12. fp Gy onssdar eaiprs ey susdla ulhHd  YeopsmeTb.
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