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The International Small Group & Tree Planting Program
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HELPLINE

Far any information ar help
Dial 9003020836 / 9003020839 /
9003020843

If you have any difficulty in TIST
Program Dial 9840299822

Our landline: +91 44 42188438
Our email: josephrexon@tist.org

Our address: 19/8, Lake View
Road, Kottur, Chennai 600085
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Small Groups Best Techniques /
&m Gusssilsr HAnbs Kiswnsstissi

What do you do if more than twelve people want to join
your group?

Answer: If there are more than twelve people interested
in joining your group it is best to form a new group. The
group can split in two; or three or four members of the
original group can form the core of the new group. This
is better than one member trying to start a group alone.
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What is the best way to arrange people during a small

group meeting?

Answer: Small circle is the best way - avoid using tables
because they create barriers between people.
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Indhirani Small Group of
Thirupathur Center

The members of this group are
practicing the best practices of
TIST at Paichal Village of
Thirupathur Center. They have
two different types of tree
species like Teak and Kumil in
their two groves namely, Appunu
and Rani2, all totaling to 510
trees. The members of this
group water their trees by
bringing water in pots when there
is no intercrop. Gram and
Groundnut are practiced as
intercrop in between the trees.
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Member of Indhirani Small Group in Kumil Tree Grove
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Elumalai Small Group of
Kandhavaradi Center

The members of this group are
practicing the best practices of TIST
at Septakulam Village of
Kandhavarady Center. The group
members have 589 Teak trees in
their grove. When these trees where
in seedling stage, the members took
great care in protecting the
seedlings, like the seedlings were
arranged all around banana trees to
protect the seedlings from direct sun
light. The available water for the
banana trees was sprinkled for the
seedlings too. While planting these
seedlings, good spacing was given
between each trees and natural
manure is used regularly. When the
trees were small in size, the
members practiced intercrops
regularly. Moreover, they practice
intercrops according to the seasonal
demand, like watermelon whichis a
need during summer.
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Member of Elumalai Small Group in Teak Tree Grove
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Poongothai Small Group of
Chetpet Center

The members of this group are
following the best practices of TIST at
Bagavanthapuram Village at Chetpet
Center. The members of this group
have planted 1,150 Kumil trees in a
grove called Deveraj. Infew villages,
farmers have named this tree as
“‘Kumil Theku”, means Kumil Teak.
The farmers say that, Kumil is also
equal to Teak and so they call it kumil
theku. These trees are planted with
good spacing, and so the trees are
growing well. In the beginning, when
the trees were small in size, the
members were practicing green chilly
and groundnut as intercropping. The
members say that, they had practiced
the intercropping regularly that
helped the trees to grow well,
because whatever work, water and
natural manure they did for the
intercrops went to the trees too.
Practicing intercrop in the initial
stages of the trees is one of the good
practices of tree growing farmers of
TIST.

Kumil trees of Poongothai Small Group
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Om muruga Small Group of
Vellore Center

The members of this group are
practicing the best practices of
TIST at Kilkothur Village of
Vellore Center. They have three
groves; in all Teak trees are
planted. During last
quantification there are 921 Teak
trees with this group.
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Members of Om Muruga Small Gmup in Teak Tree Grove
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Best practices followed by the

small groups of this month
Chezhumai

#* Planting trees with good
spacing

# Using natural manure regularly

for trees

+* Practicing intercrops according

to seasonal & market need
# Determined hard work
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Free seedlings for members
of Mambakkam area

Since 2006, Innerwheel Club is
donating seedlings to TIST
members. This year on
24.10.2009 they donated 6000
Teak seedlings to the TIST
members at Mambakkam village.
Innerwheel Club members visited
the Mambakkam village and had
interaction with the TIST members.
They also visited the groves of the
members. The club members
promised to donate seedlings next
year too.
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Members of Innerwheel Club at Mambakkam Village
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Members of Innerwheel Club at Mambakkam Village
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