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We have a mighty task before us. The earth needs
our assistance - Plant Trees
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Good best practices to learn from this month
Chezhumai

# Apart from trees and conservative farming other
activities like earthworm manure production, poultry
farming for egg & meat, duck & other small bird
keeping, beekeeping, silkworm production and
breeding fish, can be done to in the land to get
additional income.

# By planting fruit bearing trees, income can be
generated from fruit business

" |mprove the soil condition by using natural manure

@ Avoiding chemical fertilizer

# Planting multiple tree species

“Planting trees with good spacing and practicing
intercrops in between the trees

# Participating in TIST Node meeting, learning the

best practices from the Node and practicing the
same
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TIST Training and Node meeting
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Apart from trees and
conservative farming what
else can be done in your land
to get additional income?

One of the best practices is
earthworm manure production,
poultry farming for egg & meat, duck &
other small bird keeping, beekeeping,
silkworm production and breeding
fish, any of these activities when
carried out in your land you will get
good income. Definitely, to following
these activities you need good
training and information. Meet your
TIST Coordinator in the Node
meetings and ask him for required
training to carry out such good
activities, he will definitely help you.

Planting trees is a good practice.
Planting useful trees will give you
several benefits. The writeup on
Sapota trees is given in Tamil.
Anyone interested to have the same
in English, please email to
josephrexon@tist.org.
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What to do to get good yield
from fruit bearing trees?

" All the trees should be healthy
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#* Trees should be planted with
good spacing so that the root
system grows well
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#* Unwanted branches should be

trimmed. Too much trimming
of side branches would
enhance the vertical growth of
the trees, this will reduce the
flowering capacity and the
yield reduces
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Indian Small Group of Arani
Centern

The members of this small group are
following the best practices of TIST at
Mambakkam Village at Arani Center.
They have planted teak, kumil and
neam trees in their 4 acre land and
maintaining it in good condition. They
have split their land into 5 groves, in
which, Kamalakkanan grove has 200
trees, Meenachisundaram 300, Palani
250, Punniyakotti 300 and in Rajan
grove there are 75 trees. All totally
they have 1125 trees in their groves.
All the trees are planted with good
spacing of 10 x 8 feet. The members of
this group have received & months
incentive from TIST for all their live
trees. The members say that, "we
participate in all the TIST meetings
and learn all the best practices
provided in the meetings, and at the
same time, we also share our
experience with other group members
in the meeting”. They are regularly
practicing intercrops too. The
members use natural manure like
cowdung & dry leaves to increase the
quality of their land soil and than
practice intercrops.
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Thinagaran Small Group of
Thiruthani Center

The members of this small group are
following the best practices of TIST at
Thirumalrajpet village in Thiruthani
Center. They have 3 tree groves with
them. There are 1088 trees in Elumalai
grove, in Elumalai1 165 and in Elumalai2
there are 260 trees, all totally 1513 trees
are there with this group. To get
additional income, they are practicing
groundnut regularly. By participating in
all the training program in TIST meeting,
they learn new best practices and
maintain their trees in good condition.
They use natural manure for their
groves. The members grow a plant
called Janapai in their groves. When the
Janapai plants are 4 feet height, they
plough the secil. The Janapai plants gets
mixed with the soil and dries, this gives
good nourishment to the soil. The
members are encouraging other farmers
by telling therm about TIST Program.
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Improve the soil condition
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To get good yield from plants and trees the soil condition should be very good. Use the
natural manure cowdung and increase the quality of the soil. The natural manure helps to
maintain wetness in the soil and also provide good air circulation. Cowdung, green shrubs,
earthworm manure and dried leaves can be used as mulch for improving the soil condition.
Applying natural manure after ploughing the soil is a best practice to nourish the soil. Do not
use hard materials which takes long time period to decompose. Also, do not use chemical
fertilizers which will destroy the available nourishment in the soil. If you use chemical fertilizer
for your groves, during rainy season, they get washed through drainage to your neighbours
grove and quality of their land soil will also gets destroyed.
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